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MEMBER PROFILE QUESTIONS

INTRO :

Member Name : Dhaman Persaud Kissoon
Year of Call : 1991

Region/City : Toronto/GTA

Board Position : Member

LinkedIn Page: https://www.linkedin.com/in/dhaman-persaud-kissoon-a9a46033/

UESTIONS :
1- How did you get into criminal law?

| got into criminal law completely by accident. As an articling student, | had the chance to
appear in many courts, and while waiting for matters to be called, | was able to observe
the criminal work happening around me and was instantly hooked.
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2- What type of cases do you enjoy defending the most and why?

Drinking and driving offences are interesting from a defence perspective. There are
many technical defences, so something new arises every day.

3- If there is one thing only you would like to see change in criminal law, what

would it be?

| would like to see greater representation reflected on the bench. People who come
before the courts come from all walks of life, and it is important that the judiciary reflects
that diversity and lived experience.

4- What advice would you give to your younger self when you first started
practising criminal law?

| would tell my younger self to become as tech-savvy as possible. Technology has
become increasingly important in the legal field, from research to online documents and
forms to the daily tools we use in practice, and those skills will only become more
valuable over time.
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5- What do you think of Zoom court?

| like Zoom court a lot, especially for short matters and out-of-town appearances. It is
also very convenient for clients, and it can make the court process more accessible and
efficient in the right circumstances.

6- Who is your role model/inspiration in criminal law?

David Gorrell, QC, has been an important role model and inspiration to me in criminal
law. He was Queen’s Counsel at the time, and he became a mentor and a friend. | had
the pleasure of serving as co-counsel with him on several cases.

7- How do you maintain work-life balance, and how do you deal with the stress of

the job?

| maintain work-life balance and manage the stress of the job by playing golf. It gives me
time away from the demands of practice and helps me reset.

8- What do you do outside of the law?

Outside of the law, | enjoy playing golf and giving back to the community. | also try to
stay involved in charitable causes whenever | can. Finally, | have continued to teach the
LAW 575: Racism & Canadian Legal Culture course at Queen's University Faculty of
Law for the last 35 years.



